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Philosophy Discussion
Gilbert Ryle – The Absurdity of the Official Doctrine
I am wondering what this official doctrine Ryle is referring to? Is it anything close to the things that I am considered official or is it one of the philosophical analogies Ryle is fond of using? To my surprise, the official doctrine is a nickname given to Cartesian's Dualism Theory of the body and mind being separate entities. The interaction between the mind and the body and the mind and whether they were one or one was superior to the other has always been a contradictory aspect. Ryle calls the official doctrine absurd because he wants to attack it (Tanney, 2017). He goes ahead to brand the Cartesian Dualism theory as a “Dogma of the Ghost in the Machine, declaring that he shall speak abusively and prove that it’s false as a principle not but not the details of it. 
I am left to wonder why Ryle would be so cruel to discredit the Dualism theory. What is the meaning of the Dogma of the Ghost in the Machine?  Reading ahead I encounter four categorical mistakes used to explain why the official doctrine is defined as absurd. The first is the university Visitor who makes the mistake of thinking the university is part of the facilities available in it (Tanney, 2017). The visitor does not understand that the university is a collection of different facilities that work together to make a functional institution. The mistake is based on the misunderstanding that the university is an entity carrying and coordinating the different colleges, libraries museums, and other facilities. This is similar to the Mind being in control of all the body functions and not part of the body entities. Ryle describes that the mind is critical to distinguish all things and functions of the body making them work consistently. 
The second categorical mistake is the Child and Military Division, the third is the Esprit de Corps, and the fourth and last one is the British constitution. These examples define a mistake of disengaging the overall feature as part of the components that make up the product. Therefore, the Dogma of the Ghost in the Machine is simply a truth that is undisputed about a ghost controlling a machine (Karim, 2020). An analogy of how the unseen Mind is controlling the Body is referred to as the machine. The mind is the originator of bodily functionality but not a part of the body's functionalities. It is not the university that is part of the colleges, libraries, and buildings at Oxford but the University is all these parts put together.
The mind and the body are interconnected but the mind is not part of the body but a resultant force that controls the body functionalities. The Dualism theory is therefore absurd in principle according to Ryle. Cartesian considers the Mind as a part of the body rather than the component that enables bodily functionalities. I think that the absurd nature of the interaction of the body and the mind is well illustrated by the categorical mistake. However, in essence, it is also true that the mind and body are one and without the other, there is no life (Karim, 2020). The truth that is counterfeited is; the mind is the power behind life and has itself that it lives on after death. Whether true or not, the mystery behind the dualism theory and its absurdity is a rhetoric that is only answerable through religious bases.
Metaphysics Lecture Response
Metaphysics is a philosophical branch that helps in the study of existence. I was surprised to learn this branch of philosophy because I thought metaphysis was a Physics concept. Although it borrows largely from the physical phenomena of creation and the beginning of existence, there is little application of physics. This branch of philosophy focuses on the causation of existence hence the different types of existences. It is believed that these ideas are from Aristotle’s work “after the Physics.”  The main causes that Aristotle points out efficient, material, formal, and final causes as the fundamental causes of explaining existence (Witt, 2018). All change is caused by a potential either natural or artificial to bring a new thing to existence. Therefore, nothing is an accident, all things originate from somewhere and a value is paid for it to be what it appears to be today. 
Metaphysics also explores the relation between the different theories of how the world began interested me. However, the study of God's creation seemed to make more logical sense due to the existence of supernatural powers that work through the universe (Baker, 2017). The other theories lack the crucial aspect of originality because they lack to explain where they started. God's creation is inherent to its creator, God. Everything is established around His supernaturalism, and nothing that is created would exist if it were not for Him (Mensch, 2019). Aristotle used formal cause to explain biological processes and the existence of life. He defined them as a part of creation that cannot be materialized but is made of a material that makes it efficient to accomplish the final cause which is the purpose of living.
Metaphysics continues to define the basics of change from the principles of Philosophy. These explanatory factors; also called the principles of philosophy in metaphysics, tell us how change happens. Also, how different institutions, subjects, and any other aspect of life came into existence. Why am I alive? Is there a reason why I live among other people? And what part of my life changes the lives of others positively? There is no way things can be without a cause as to why they are, and everything is purposeful in its respect (Mensch, 2019). Therefore, Metaphysics is an expansive field of study for the existence of all and everything. This lecture insists that there is always a why and how for change to occur (Witt, 2018). To achieve anything in life, you must have a reason why you want it, and how you want to get there. 
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